Chapter V!
EARLY   LiHi  Ol<'  PIUS  XI
J[ ME Alpine side of Pope Pius* life has been much
stressed by the Pope himself as being of great usefulness
for his future* Other Important Influences were hi* early
education and his life as a librarian* What he learnt in
the library, and the consequent development of Ins mind
along historical lines, surrounded as he wan every day by
old books, would seem to be an exact opposite in training
to what he would have learnt as an Alpinist*
The Alpinist must be courageous, quick- wit ted and
strong; the historian and the librarian must be painstaking,
quiet, and is usually not considered to be an active man or
a leader, or capable of making quick decisions*
Pope Pius does not much stress the influence of that
side of his life, but it is very definitely there and must
have been helpful in many ways, I cannot trace in his
early childhood anything very striking that could have
influenced him in later life, that ii to say nothing very
different from the usual lives of great men who have risen
from small positions*
It is quite obvious that a man who becomes Vatican
Librarian^ Cardinal, Archbishop, and Pope of Rome must
be a man of intellectual distinction; therefore there is
nothing unusual in finding that he was a studious boy, that
he was always ahead of others, and that he took all the
usual types of prizes without much difficulty*